[Cloning techniques for mitochondrial diseases and prenatal diagnosis].
Disorders caused by mutation in the mitochondrial DNA are uncommon. Due to the special pattern of inheritance and of the variability of penetrance the options to affected couples to have healthy children are few. So far traditional prenatal diagnosis is of limited benefit. The problems may be overcome by oocyte donation. However, if the couple wants their own biological offspring, no good method is available today. We discuss ooplasmic and nuclear transfer as possible future options for these couples to have healthy biological children.